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The Colonial Office can boast a fairly respectable antiquity
since it is the successor of earlier bodies which go back
to 1660. In that year, the Privy Council set up a "Com-
mittee for the Plantasons" which blossomed out before the
end of the year into a separate "Council of Foreign Plan-
tations." Twelve years later, in 1672, this body was com-
bined with the Council for Trade under the title of the
"Council of Trade and Plantations." With one interval
between 1677 and 1695 when, overcome by lethargy, it
sank back into the Privy Council, the joint body continued
in existence until 1782, the afiairs of India being also com-
mitted to its charge in 1748, Shortly before its demise,
however, an additional Secretary of State had been appointed,
in 1768, for the American or Colonial Department, and the
two authorities co-existed until they were both abolished in
1782 on the loss of the American Colonies.
After a short interregnum, a new "Committee for Trade
and Foreign Plantations" was organized in 1784, to which
Colonial affairs were for a time committed, but in I794>
Mr. Dundas, afterwards Lord Melville, who was acting as
Secretary for War, also became nominally Secretary of State
for the Colonies, and the Committee for Trade and Plan-
tations gradually ceased to have any connection with Colonial
afiairs and became the Board of Trade. The War and Colonial
Departments were united in iSoi, but after the conclusion
of the French wars, the Colonies became the principal
concern of the Secretary of State, and in 1854 die War
Department was finally separated from the Colonies* The
India Office was organized under a separate Secretary of
State.
From 1854 the organization of the Colonial Office con-
tinued to expand steadily but slowly until after the first
world war. The great change in the status of the sdf-
governing Colonies, which had then become Dominions*